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SUPPLEMENT TO 


On 19 October 1949, Hofmann, Communist Party district leader in Vienna I, 
apent sone tine in the SV Purchasin” Office on Schotten7asse discussing 
the resulte of the Austrian rarlianantary elections held on the previous 
day. He talked with Kasura, Director of the Purchasing Office; ‘Utel- 
man, <"V Purchasing Aqont; Diwmld, a KPO section leader; and Sovisct and 
Austrian Corrunist e-ployses of the SV, 


Accortine to ‘lofmann, Ervin Sehart, the lefterine Socialist lender, left 

the P0e Central Cormitteo headquarters at 10:45 a.m. on 9 Ieto'er 1949, 
stating that he was no lonpor intorested in learning the trend of the voting. 
"Then KPO0e Central Cormittos rerbero bervan to realize that their party was 
being defeated, Ernst Fischer, proninent Central Comittee nanber, spoke 

at loneth on the subject of using forcible reans to assure power, emphasiz~ 
int Lenis'a theory on the use of forse and saying: "In our country, the 
only possible way of creating a People's Denocrecy is by physical force." 


Nhen the final election returns wore received hy Central Committee head 
quarters, parliamentary mandates vere given to Johann Koplonic, Prosidont 
of the KPOo, Ernst Fischer, and Pranz Vomner, a11 of whom are nombers of 
the party Politburo. A serious disagreonont between party leaders and 
Scharf surporters arose, however, when the Commniots realized that rre~ 
vious commitments to Scharf prevented Karl Altmann and Vilttor Elser, also 
menders of the KP0e Politturo, fron fetting the renaining tuo mandates, 
Accordin? to Hofmann, the orleinal avreonent bet:won the party and the left~ 
wing Socialists we to share the nandateg equally. The KPOe leaders were 
nov challenping Scharf's richt to the mandates, statinz that he waa not worthy 
of their senerogity. 


During this meeting at the SV Purchasiny 0ffice, Kasura emphasized to 
lastivka, chief bookkeeper of thie SIN offico » to MiteInan, and to other 
Soviet nationale, thes the Austrian Comunint Party nocded arred assistance 
in order to achieve ite ends. The froup also discussed the desira tility of 
diviliny Austria into three parts like the nrovent sot-up in Gomany, sug— 
vesting that the Enns River be the dountary line bot sen onstern and veatorn 
Austria and that Vienna be administered separately. 
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It waa thus evident that KPOe leaders wre imte because more than one-third 
of the Communist Party apparently failed to vote for the left bloc. Farty 
members as well as the Rusoians seemed tio be appalled by the election returns, 
and SMV Communist employees were particularly surprised ty the yote in the 
Zistersdorf area. Hofmann stated that he, himself, had anticpated the election 
outcome but that the Zistersdorf fiasco had dealt the Austrian Communist Party 
a mortal blow. All evinced fear of the Union of Independents (VdU) rather than 
of the Socialist Party or People's Party. It was agreed by Mitelman, Kasurc, 
and others, that in the ovent the VdU gained control of Austria's new federal 
arny, Communist Party agpirations in Austria would be seriously jeoperdizec., 


Finally, the group discussed the Importance of carrying out an energetic 
campaion of sabotazo and strikes in Austrian factories bofore forthcoming 
trade union elections. 
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